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EDITORIAL

/ love to dream at Christmastime,
When candles are brightly burning,
Peace shall come on earth to abide
And joy supreme be reigning.
—C.R.S.

"Open Till Nine!"
ragged bodies, tense
irritable disposiChristmas is coming—everybody in the mad rush of
things so as to be ready for the celebration. Thousands of dollars are
being poured into circulation for
which little or nothing of substantial
value is being derived.
No, not everybody is doing it.
Christians who sense themselves as
stewards think twice before they
spend their money. That subtle trap,
"Buy now and start paying in February," holds no intrigue for those who
conscientiously put their dollars into
circulation.
The exchange of gifts should be a
practical display of good judgment
and worth-while investment.
Christmas has well nigh become an
institution. The fabulous circulation of money between Thanksgiving
and Christmas has come to be a necessity in National life. The "bubble"
of prosperity depends on the "blowup" of these four weeks to 'help
bridge the economy across the other
forty-eight weeks.
It is good to remind ourselves that
no one except the 175 or 180 million
people who live in the U.S.A and
Canada enjoy such luxury—probably
it should be termed extravagance.
Of the other one and three-fourth
billions of people who populate the
earth, hunger, privation, disease and
suffering are the norm of most of
them, and these stark conditions
haunt them right through our period
of festivity and mirth.
Our wheat granaries are bursting
at the seams and food storages are
full to overflowing, but somehow we
have not found the so-called satisfactory way to make these things available to those who are in dire need.
At the end time a system of trade
called Babylon, as referred to in Revelation, chapter 18, is going to come to
naught and that with a terrific suddenness. Christians who lay up treasures in heaven will enjoy their investments for time and eternity. What we
do for others and the tithes and offerings we give to the Lord's work, are
the riches that will not be destroyed
in the "crash" of Babylon. Christmas is a good time to invest in heavenly realities.
—J.N.H.
RAYED NERVES,

F attitudes and
tions—what for?

(2)

Christmas

Greetings

The E. V. Publishing House
staff who prepare and send the
EvaMgelical Visitor join in wishing for each and every reader, a
most joyful and pleasant holiday
season—a good Christmas in the
Lord and a delightful and prosperous New Year.

The Radiant Cross
There is a sense in which Christ's
Cross has for His followers the force
of a law by which they are to live, a
governing principle according to
which they are to serve Him.
Let me remind you of those remarkable words in I Peter: "Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow in His
steps" (I Peter 2:21). Equally arresting are the words of First John 3 :16,
"Hereby perceive we the love of God,
because He lived His life for us: and
we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren." And climaxing these utterances are the words of Jesus Himself in which He lays upon His followers the law of sacrificial service under
which He lived and wrought: "As
Thou has sent me into the world, even
so have I also sent them into the
world" (Jn. 17:18).
Unquestionably there is a place
here to which many Christians have
yet to come, a place of death to the
self life and a willing abandonment to
the law of the Cross. A minister of
my acquaintance was engaged in
evangelistic services in a southern
city. One night, in response to a definite appeal to Christians, there
knelt at the altar a young lady who
had but lately been graduated from a
select college for women. She represented a select cultured southern
home. She was face to face with the
crisis of full surrender with a view
to experiencing the grace and power
of a truly sanctified life. Her first
struggle was over some jewelry which
she felt to be out of keeping with the
modesty of a separated life. She gave
her yes on that. Then came the deeper
struggle. For her to say, "I am crucified with Christ" meant to accept a

call to give herself as a missionary to
Africa. Africa! Any other field
would have meant a lesser conflict.
But Africa it was. At last she said,
"Yes," trusted God for the promised
fulness of the Holy Spirit, and entered
into a rest of soul she had never experienced before. She experienced
the law of the Cross! Like the Apostle
Paul, and St. Francis of Assisi, and
Catharine Booth, and Henry Martyn,
like all the host of those who have
borne the print of the nails, she found
her highest joy in following the steps
of Him who for the "joy that was
set before Him, endured the Cross,
despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of
God."
Crawl to the Cross on your knees!
Know for a certainty that your salvation both begins and ends where
the Cross is! Renounce your selfrighteousness, every vestige of it!
Confess brokenly that your only hope,
whether as a lost soul seeking salvation or as a saved soul seeking sanctity, is to rest in the infinite mercy
and mediation of the crucified Son of
God.
Dr. Paul Rees
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The Masterpiece
That Came from God
Laura S. Emerson
n.'

Out of a life of failure and defeat,
erick Handel

was inspired

George

Fred-

to compose the

great

oratorio that thrills listeners anew each

at Christmas, thousands
encircle the globe
Ewithof themusicians
glorious music of Handel's
ACH YEAR

Messiah. Millions of listeners hear
again the familiar words "For unto
us a Child is born . . . Glory to God in
the highest . . . Hallelujah! for the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth." ' The
comfort, hope and strength received
from this single piece of music has
become one of the traditions of
Christmas.
Since its first appearance 209 years
ago, Messiah has been performed
more steadily in English-speaking
countries than has any other choral
work in existence. The Handel and
Haydn Society in Boston has given
Messiah more than a hundred times
since 1818. In New York, the Oratorio Society has repeated it in Carnegie Hall each season since 1874. In
Chicago, employees of Marshall Field
annually inspire hundreds of shoppers with Handel's vigorous strains.
Most musical festivals, c o l l e g e
choruses and church choirs climax
the Christmas season with at
least a portion of Messiah. Conspicuous among American musical traditions today is the annual production
of the oratorio in the midwestern
town of Lindsborg, Kansas, at Eastertide. Since 1882, Swedish farmers,
businessmen and housewives have
united with the students of Bethany
College in singing this immortal music of faith and praise.
How George Friedrick Handel,
German-born, naturalized citizen of
England, composed his masterpiece in
twenty-four days, at the age of fiftysix, is one of the marvelous sagas of
December 19, 1955

Christmas.

musical lore. From fluctuating success and failure, affliction and defeat,
this "Shakespeare of music" created
his greatest oratorio to refresh the
hearts of all discouraged.
On the thirteenth of April, 1737,
Handel, then fifty-two, clad in fullbottomed wig and scarlet coat with
gorgeous ruffles at his neck and gold
lace at his sleeve, wrote feverishly at
his desk in his bachelor quarters at
No. 25, Brook Street, London. His
manservant on the floor below, waiting listlessly for his next duty, heard
a heavy thud. Hurrying upstairs, he
met Christopher Smith, Handel's secretary, coming from the third floor.
Both found the composer on the floor,
a stroke of apoplexy paralyzing his
right side. While Dr. Jenkins gave
him a blood letting, Handel whispered, "I've finished—no strength—
don't want — to live — without
strength." Unable to walk or wrrite
a note, he was given little hope of
recovery.
But Handel went to Aix-la-Chapelle for the healing baths. When the
specialist told him his heart could not
stand the strain of more than three
hours at a time in the scalding waters,
he stayed nine. In one week he
could walk. By the next, he could
raise his arm. By sheer force of will,
he determined to create again. Before leaving, he paused at the cathedral organ to express his praise by
improvising with his left hand. Then,
slowly, he lifted his right and played
again! He bowed in thanksgiving,
cured. "I have come back from
Hades," he murmured fervently.
In the rush of creative activity, he
(3)

composed nine operas in the next
four years. Honors were heaped upon him once more. Then a frigid
winter gripped England. Since there
was no way of heating the theaters,
there could be no performances.
Queen Caroline, his stanch patroness,
died. His income was reduced.
Weary, deeply in debt, inspirationless, he wandered through the dark
London streets, seeking to avoid his
creditors and crying in despair:
"Why did God permit my resurrection, only to allow my fellow men to
bury me again? . . . My God, my God,
why hast Thou forsaken me?" For
forty years he had written stately
music for the aristocracy of England
and the Continent. Now he felt old
and tired.
Hopelessly he sought his lodgings
in Brook Street. All were asleep.
Slowly he climbed the stairs. A bulky
parcel lay on his desk. Hastily breaking the seal he undid the wrappings,
and found a libretto—"A Sacred Oratorio" for which Charles Jennens
wished him to compose the music. But
Handel didn't want a religious composition! He snuffed out his candle
and went to bed—but not to sleep.
Restless he arose to look at the manuscript—Messiah.
The first words, "Comfort ye!", arrested his attention. He turned the
pages. "The people that walked in
darkness . . . His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty
God." Heavenly portals seemed to
open as harmonies flooded his soul.
He read on, entranced. "Glory to
God in the highest . . . then shall the
eyes of the blind be opened . . . rest
unto your souls . . . He was despised
and rejected of men . . . He looked for
some to have pity on Him, but there
was no man." Realizing a kinship
of experience, he bowed his head in
humility, then scanned the next page.
"Lift up your head . . . The Lord gave
the word . . . I know that my Redeemer liveth . . . Rejoice." Fires of
genius burned in his soul. Mingling
his tears with the ink, he rapidly
jotted down notes. Melodies again
filled his being. Strength returned till
his pen was sometimes unable to keep
pace with the flow of his imagination.
In almost superhuman activity, he
dashed through page after page of
notes, reaching the bottom before the
ink at the top was dry.
When his manservant brought his
breakfast tray the next morning, he
found Handel still bent over his desk.
At noon, when he returned, the food
had not been touched. For three
weeks Handel scarcely ate or slept.
He'wrote as intoxicated, jumping up,
strumming on his harpsichord, flinging his arms in the air, singing at the

a)

top of his voice, with tears streaming
down his cheeks, "Hallelujah! Hallelujah!"
"I did think I did see all Heaven
before me, and the great God Himself!'' Handel afterward explained.
Time and space were obliterated as
he sang and wrote in his artistic
frenzy. Finally, the great "Amen"
was tossed from one "divine note"
to another, and his pen slipped. The
score of Messiah was finished on September 14, 1741. He saw and heard
no more, and fell on his bed exhausted.

"Sfcf

Handel slept as though in a coma
for seventeen hours. His manservant, who had received only vague answers and vacant stares, thought he
was dying and sent again for Dr.
Jenkins, who was away on a fishing
trip. But before he arrived, Handel
was up, bellowing for food and laughing uproariously.
"You're possessed of the Devil, you
know," diagnosed the doctor.
"I think rather that God has visited
me," Handel countered.
Much of the credit for the success
of Messiah should be given to Charles
Jennens for his careful selection of
the libretto, which is essentially epic,
but dramatic and lyric, in treatment.
Pompous, wealthy descendent of a
manufacturing family, Jennens was
ever a patron of the arts. In his palatial residence at Gopsall, in Leicestershire, there hangs today the fulllength portrait of Handel by Hudson.
Messiah (Handel never referred to
The Messiah) is remarkable for its.
unity. Part I portrays the longing of
the world for the Messiah and the announcement of His birth; Part II, the
death and resurrection of Christ, climaxing the triumph of the Gospel in
the "Hallelujah Chorus"; while Part

III declares the doctrinal truths of
faith in God and assurance of immortality. An unbroken sequence is
preserved throughout the fifty-six
numbers, skillfully interpersed by
aria, recitative and chorus.
"When the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland invited Handel to perform his
oratorios in Dublin, he put Messiah
into his bag and set out by packetboat early in November. Contrary
winds necessitated a stopover at
Chester. While there, Handel asked
the town organist to recommend a
choirman who could sing at sight, as
he wished to try parts of his new oratorio. The rehearsal with the printer
Janson went so badly that Handel became enraged and cried out: "You
schountrel! Dit you not tell me dat
you could sing at soite?"
"Yes, sir," replied the poor fellow,
"but not at first sight."
The musical city of Dublin received
Handel's oratories with a series of
ovations. A few months later two
gentlemen called upon him to request
a charity performance of Messiah.
Since it was a miracle which had lifted him from deepest despondency,
Handel answered: "No, I do not want
to make money out of this work for
which I am indebted to another."
Tickets sold for a half-guinea.
Since the new music hall would seat
only 600, this announcement was published in Faulkner's Journal:
For Relief of the Prisoners in
the several Gaols, and for the
Support of Mercer's Hospital in
Stephen's street, and of the
Charitable Infirmary on the
Inn's Quay, on Tuesday the 13th
of April, will be performed at the
Musick Hall in Fishamble street,
Mr. Handel's new grand oratorio,
called The Messiah . . . The doors
will be opened at Eleven, and the
performance begin at Twelve.
The Stewards of the Charitable
Musical Society request the
Favour of the ladies not to come
with hoops this day . . . The
Gentlemen are desired to come
without their swords.
In a day when hoopskirts boasted a
circumference of nine yards, such a
notice must have caused a feminine
furor. But 700 were crowded into the
small concert room, while hundreds
stood in the street hoping to hear
some portion.
On the thirteenth of April, 1742,
the admiring crowd waited in breathless silence. At twelve o'clock, Han-del appeared on the platform—an imposing figure with a countenance full
(Continued on page fifteen)
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TOO BUSY
TO BEHOLD THE BABE
by Rev. Andrew MacBeath

Toronto Bible College

Let us resolve to take "time out" this year, and join wise men and shepherds round the Child.
O
is
now that a modern
Smight
wish himself out

Christmas
Christian
travellingover the hot sands with the wise men,
or sitting in the cold starlight with
the shepherds, if only he might recapture the glory of that night on
which the angels sang. Then heaven
seemed nearer earth than ever it had
been, for angel choirs were close. The
vibrant air seemed fraught with destiny, as in those high and holy hours
of solemn preaching when the
thoughts of many hearts are laid
bare, and God walks right across the
threshold of many a human heart.
But all the noise and busy-ness of
Christmas shuts that world away.
That is the association that I want
to catch again at Christmas—not the
tinsel and the decorations, nor the
"good-will and peace on earth" aspect
of it—but the fact that God has
visited His people, bringing their sin
to light, then saving from their sins.
It is to that awakening of the soul,
when God first by His Spirit wrought
within us and in fear and awe we
tried to make escape, that we should
return when Christmas comes. For
here is the central thing Christ's
birth declares: "Thou shalt call His
name JESUS, for He shall save His
people from their sins."
Mistakenly, people suppose it would
give indication of a morbid mind if
preachers were to speak of sin on
Christmas Day. The truth, however,
is that praise is never half so rapturous "as when the redeemed recall the
blind and stubborn pride which
COMMERCIALIZED
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simply could not hold its ground before Christ's love. It is that overwhelming grace, coming like sudden
summer to a land of Arctic ice, that
thawed and melted our resistance,
made the tears flow for very joy, and
made us comprehend what Augustine
and Alexander Whyte meant when
they claimed that blessed were the
very sins that brought to our side
such a Saviour!
I
The sin of all sins is to pass the
Savior by. And He has come to save
His people from that sin.
The scene on Golgotha is thus described : "They that passed by reviled
him, wagging their heads." "Passed
by!" we exclaim. Could anyone on
Golgotha pass by ? But there it was :
men can ignore excruciating pain,
and go their way, absorbed in the
pursuits that fill their days and
nights. Scribe and soldier jostled
each other in the throng on Calvary,
intent on seeing that day's work
achieved, and with no further
thought. They passed by, and in the
same way others at His birth
"passed by"—the busy merchant and
the keeper of the inn, and the officials
concerned alone to make the census
returns complete.
From these unseeing ones, we turn,
however, to the ones who saw. To
whom is Jesus dear? Wise man and
shepherd, old folk and children, East
and West—these have found time to
look and linger, while the busy
throngs passed by in Bethlehem.
It looks as if these groups of peo-

ple who did not "pass by" are worth
a closer scrutiny. From them we may
learn the attitudes that mark God's
people, who are saved from sin.
II
The first essential to an escape
from sin is a Great Simplicity.
Of course I dare not insist on my
supposition that inevitably little children were among the chosen few who
looked and lingered round the manger
at Bethlehem. It would be strange indeed if they were absent, for of such
is the Kingdom of God. Always children, we may be sure, had time for
the Babe—just what our busy world
declares it lacks. And children would
be a perfect example of that quality
of unsophisticated honesty and directness which allows the Spirit of God
to make something of us. But the
wise men and the shepherds, or as we
might say today, the research worker
and the hired man, equally portray
that uncomplicated mind and conscience which is in our thought. They
had the ear to hear.
Sin, as we learn from the story of
the Fall, is subtlety—that serpentine
and shiny sliminess that wriggles by.
The twists and make-shifts in its path
are endless, and a man would need
rise early if he is to cover all the
traces of his past excusings and evasions. If we may alter the line of a
well-known saying, "Uneasy lies the
head that wears a mask." Hypocrisy
ought to be the most nerve-racking of
"diplomatic missions." Seeing the
show through, not as spectators but
as actors, is one of the commonest
(5)

employments of social life. We are
living in a world of make-believe
that children would be shocked to
see through. The children of our
time are by their parents told not
to do things that these parents
daily do, yes, in their children's sight
and hearing! Thus it comes that
children in their artlessness conclude
that adults graduate into a class
where these restrictions do not hold!
The peril of our slumping moral
standards is acute. Our generation
has incurred the wrath of the Lamb,
for Christ has uttered woe against the
man who will confuse a child's
straightforward soul or turn its insights to perversity.
But at Bethlehem we have the
chance to see men at their best—men
with the stars for their sphere of
study and men with stars in their
eyes, or men with a heart for their
sheep, and if one thing is true both of
wise men and shepherds it is their
nearness of kin to the child for simplicity.
"Christ formed in you, says Paul,
this is my fervent prayer to God."
Another birth like that in the manger
is his ambition, but within human
souls. And if Christ comes to birth
within us, "conceived of the Holy
Ghost," we may be sure that saving
us from sin will mean simplicity
within these complex souls of- ours,
oppressed with the sheer weight of all
our cumbrous make-believe.
All this indeed can best be said
simply by pointing to the wondrous
Birth itself and then proclaiming to
our contemporaries this grand "action
sermon"—Christ was born that ye
may be re-born!
Ill
Akin to that simplicity which we
have pondered comes a Singleness of
Aim. Anna and Simeon, living to
great age, had not succumbed to that
pathetic concern for petty comforts
and for trifling pursuits such as
makes some old men and women
haunt us like a nightmare. With these
two, while the outward man perished,
their inward being was renewed day
by day, and God had promised them
a sight of His Prince and their Redeemer before their mortal eyes
should close.
Like Jacob, after he had learned to
write off all his own successes, Simeon could have exclaimed, "I have
waited for thy salvation, 0 Lord." It
was for that one purpose that the old
saint lived—to see God's salvation.
And when he saw, at the opposite end
of the scale of being, the Infant Jesus,
Simeon was given a perfect assurance
that" in the Babe lay concealed the
uttermost fulfillment of each remotest
(6)
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Nor could her heart the rapture sing
Mary was happy that Christmas
When she was told the Holy Thing:
morn
That Mary should bear this Holy
When hope for aU mankind was
born.
Child
Most joyfully her Babe was laid
Filled her heart with ecstasy wild.
In manger where His bed was made.
The Courts of Heaven still outring
The magnificat her soul did bring,
She was so proud her Babe to see
And hold Him proudly on her knee. When Hope for all mankind was born
In Bethlehem on Christmas Mom.
Such wonderous mystery and love
—Charles R. Stump
Was shown to her by Heaven above.

hope to which the aspirations of the
race have ever soared. In him, before old Simeon's eyes, lay waiting all
that Paul in later days would unfold
—"in Him." No less was Anna gifted
with a swift discrimination, for "she
spake of Him."
Among the great distinctions Spurgeon possessed, none shone with
greater clarity than his hawk-like eye
for a preaching theme. Invariably it
was of Christ he spoke. From whatever part of Scripture the text might
be chosen, Spurgeon made straight
across country to Christ. From
Simeon and Anna we catch the secret
of this gravitational pull or this magnetic attraction. As they came nearer
the great Day, what did a hundred
years seem in comparison ? There was
nothing to gloat over in the longdrawn-out years. Like Abraham they
rejoiced to see Christ's Day, and all
the fruitless waiting years had blossomed once that glad day dawned.
Time is not measured by our ticking watches. It only comes to meaning when the heart leaps and the
pulses throb with some event that
breaks the hard crust of habits and
sets the world to music. The coming
of a baby often has done this. It often has brought heaven into human
hearts, brushing aside as trivial many
concerns which till the baby's coming
filled the days. How far transcending that is this Child's birth!
Singleness of aim—it means a
turning from the tawdry ambitions
and poor, vain pursuits of our past
years. We now say, "Thou, 0 Christ,
art all I want"—yes, all, and more.

IV
A further characteristic of that
little group that greet and hail the
Babe is this: their Sovereignty over
Life's Routine.
No man has shown boldness and insight unless he can interrupt himself
and change his plans. There used to
be a gibe about "the Civil Service
mind," because it would not see routine disturbed, nor welcome and approve initiative. The charge lies not
against one single group but against
mankind at large. "I have married a
wife, and therefore I cannot come"—
it is the feeble excuse of the man who
is "too busy." Men have not realized
the "tyrannies of sin," but our tormented age of slavery, with millions
acquiescing in despotic rule and moving to their task like slaves, is just a
picture of what for long had been our
human plight. We had become mere
robots, doing what our neighbors did.
Well did our Saviour say, "Whosoever committeth sin is the servant
(or slave) of sin." Yet only in our
time has civilized man begun to spell
out the terms of his own enslavement.
Why did Christ come, except to set us
free?
Yet here supremely does the Christmas story shine with lustre, for the
Babe was born to terminate at last
our fond enthralment to the things
we do. All of us have met men who
proudly told that for fifty years they
had opened a certain warehouse every
morning, or stood at their post without fail. Of course their grave fidelity
is something fine. But when God calls
Evangelical
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—answer me that!—when the Divine
summons echoes through the soul,
and heaven and hell are issues of
eternal moment, dare a man still immerse himself in humdrum things?
"Be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors,
and the King of glory will come in!"
Is there no occasion of a Royal visit
when as by one impulse people do
something out of the usual ? Shall we
remain buried in earthly things like
grubs and earthworms, or shall we
stand to our feet and now at last
assert we have a soul?
That is what I find the wise men
and the shepherds doing. Even the
flocks can wait, now that the Perfect
Shepherd has arrived. All stars are
dim, now that there has appeared the
Morning Star.
And to our age of Marthas, male
and female, cumbered about much
serving, comes the piercing reproof
of Christ: "Careful and troubled
about many things, but one thing is
needful." Submerged beneath the
things we "have to do," we dare not
call our soul our own. Is that the picture God designed when He made
man to have dominion over the works
of his hands? Is that the poor, pathetic slave whom God framed and
fashioned in His own likeness?
No, in the Manger we behold a
Child with the freshness of the morning, unspoiled, He started right, and
ever afterwards that Son would give
first place to what His Father willed.
He ever gave priority to what His
Father sought. No other claim came
first. And He shall save His people
from their sins, for if there is one
place to which the Saviour yearns to
raise His people, it is to sovereignty
over the processes of labour, the routine of convention, the tyrannies of
social codes, and all the spider's web
of what the "other folk" expect and
"what we've always done." He comes
to reign, and first He sets men free—
free to give God His place.
Unless Christ's Advent, through
the narrow door of birth, was meant
to break these silken meshes that
have wrapped our soul in bondage, we
have embraced a merely sentimental
message, not a Gospel. A destiny as
ruler over cities, sovereign with the
liberty that sons of God enjoy, is not
to be bartered for any mess of pottage such as Esau craved. A meal
omitted from the day's routine
meant little to the wise men or the
shepherds : what they would not forego was that encounter with the Firstborn for which their souls were made.
It is to meet with Him that I turn
now to Bethlehem.
—The Evangelical Christian
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How A
Funeral
Might
Have Been
Saved
could have their funerals
I when they are alive and well
struggling along, what a help it would
be!" sighed Aunt Jerusha, folding
her Paisley shawl with great care.
"Now, there is poor Mrs. Brown,"
she added, as she pinned her green
veil to her Sunday bonnet. "How encouraged she would have been if she
could have heard what the minister
said today! I wouldn't wonder if
she'd have got well.
"And Deacon Brown a-wiping his
eyes, and all of them taking on so!
Poor soul, she never dreamed they
thought so much of her!
"Mrs. Brown was discouraged.
You seen, Deacon Brown, he'd got a
way of blaming everything on to her.
I don't suppose the deacon meant it—
'twas just his way — but it's awful
wearing. When the things wore out,
or broke, he acted just as if Mrs.
Brown did it herself on purpose. And
they all caught it, like measles or the
whooping-cough.
"And the minister a-telling how the
deacon brought his young wife here
when it was nothing but a wilderness; and how patiently she bore
hardship, and what a good wife she'd
been! Now the minister wouldn't
have known anything about that if the
deacon hadn't told him. Dear, dear!
If he'd only told Mrs. Brown herself
what he thought, I believe he might
have saved the funeral.
"And when the minister said how
the children would miss their mother,
as though thev couldn't stand it, poor
things! Well, I guess it is true
enough; Mrs. Brown was always doing for some of them. When they
" I F FOLKS

were singing about 'sweet rest in
Heaven,' I couldn't help thinking that
that was something Mrs. Brown
would have to get used to, for she
never had none of it here.
"She'd have been awful pleased
with the flowers. They were pretty,
and no mistake. You see the deacon
wa'nt never willing for her to have a
flower bed. He said 'twas far prettier
sight to see good cabbage agrowin';
but Mrs. Brown always kind of hankered after sweet-smelling things, like
sweet-peas and such.
"What did you say, Levi? Most
time for supper? Well, so it is! I
must have got to meditating. I've
been thinking, Levi, you needn't tell
the minister anything about me. If
the pancakes and the pies are good,
you just say so as we go along. It
ain't best to keep everything laid up
for funerals."
—Chimes

Errands to Glory
"I have been running errands to
glory all morning for my mother and
aunt," a little girl told me. What she
really meant was that she had been
running errands galore!
Why not run errands to Glory for
others? It is a duty and a privilege
for a child to do errands. So it is for
the child of God. Let's start today
running errands to Glory, for there
are errands galore to be done!
—Marie Day
(7)

MISSIONS
Farewell!
UR SEVEN months in the homeland
O
have not permitted us to enjoy
your fellowship very long and we
have not been able to see all our
friends, but constantly we see India
and we would not lengthen our stay
here. We return to the Santals in the
Purnea District with a sense of increased responsibility. The time for
missionaries in India is short; even
since we left in April the doors of
India have closed a little more.
We thank the Lord for allowing us
to return—and that behind those
closing doors the Holy Spirit is continuing to speak to hearts. Patras
and Benjamin tell us that four more
are waiting for baptism in Hasali
village; three are waiting from
Kamat village, a couple from Singiya
—and from Ikara, Hanok writes
about his aunt who was so antagonistic toward her husband Daniel and
toward Hanok for becoming Christians : "Now her heart is softened and
the attitude of the entire village is
warming toward the gospel." They
have won their people by living the
Christ life.
Dear Benjamin tells us to hurry
back. We go gladly for the Lord is
calling. The harvest is ready and
how very thankful we are to work in
it! We have enjoyed our few months
with you and appreciated the interest

im h

Helpers at Purnea
Purnea district council—
March, 1955—chose Patras as first
deacon among Santals. Patras is also
their first home missionary. Even
before Purnea Mission was opened in
March, 1954, the Lord had given Pat-

T
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you have shown in the Lord's work
in India.
The work will be strenuous and
difficult and the shortness of time will
constantly press upon us. Besides
this, there will be the increasing
pressure from those who oppose the
Christian message. But none of these
things discourage us. We know that
God is still on the Throne . . . We ask
your prayers that we may be strong
spiritually and physically and that
the Holy Spirit may continue marvelously to pour out blessing upon this
new mission area, in Purnea.
Charles and Kathryn Engle

Our home—the Purnea Mission House.

The Purnea Mission
House
HOUSE, rented from an Indian
who is not inclined to
TputHISgentleman
out any money for improvements

Charles and Kathryn Engle

ras a dream showing the Engle Sahib
coming in his jeep and taking him
and his family and a few possessions
to live with him and work with him
in giving the Gospel to his people. In
the interim we were praying for help.
"Before they call I will answer," became real once more.
Patras and Salomi are living in the
one end of the garage built of asbestos roofing—not a comfortable
home at all, extremely hot in summer
time and as extremely cold in winter.
But there is not a word of complaint
from Patras and Salomi, they are too
happy telling others of their Savior
and His great love. Patras doesn't
spare himself in going to the villages
to encourage and instruct the fifteen
new converts and those looking forward to baptism. Do place Patras
and Salomi on your daily prayer list.

and little for repairs is Purnea Mission House. When rented it was used
to store raw jute, a fiber of very ugly
odor which is used to make gunny
bags. The windows were without
glass, the doors sagging and broken,
the cement floors in need of repair.
Cockroaches abounded in this small
house, the main walls of which inclose
three rooms of a total dimension of
twenty-three feet square. A ninefoot verandah surrounds the main
walls, one side and one corner are
bricked in to form four small rooms
utilized as prayer room, dressing and
clothing storage room, bath room and
general store room. A leaking corrugated tin roof covers the verandah.
It isn't much of a house, but it has
become a place for prayer, for relaxation, for meeting others and a center
for the distribution of the Word of
God by mouth, by the printed page
and by just meeting people who had
spiritual needs. Many hours have
been spent on the verandah discussing the vital needs of the soul with
some college student, police officer,
school superintendent or village lad
who desired to know more about
Jesus. Physical comforts in this
house have been very few, but spiritual blessings have been many; we
could and would enjoy more of the
former, but crave many, many more
of the latter as we return to live and
work there.
Charles and Kathryn Engle
Latest News from Purnea
Mission Area
". . . witnessing both to small and great
. . . " Acts 26:22
"Tomorrow I will be going to Purnea
again and taking Benjamin and Patras to a
village about fifteen miles west from Ikra.
Jonathan who was baptized in the spring
couldn't come to Bible school because he
had to take the buffaloes west to graze. So
(Concluded on next page)

.foreign Missions Treasurer: Be v. Carl Ulery, 1332 Maiden Lane, Spring-field. Ohio
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ALBUQUERQUE
bursting at the seams
Excavation for the basement addition to
the present church building.

stretched over miles
and miles of desert, is a city of
A
children and newcomers! This rapidLBUQUERQUE,

ly expanding city of over 150,000 has
30,000 children enrolled in its public
schools.
The Sandia Community Chapel is a
Brethren in Christ outpost in this
challenging field. It has been estimated that there are about 1000 homes
in the area of the church that are
void of a positive Christian influence.
WORK 5 YEARS OLD

Beginning with services in Bro.

class room—that is happening in the
small room designed to be a pastor's
study. A car in the parking lot provides classroom space for another
teacher. One class meets in a member's home a block away.
The workers hesitate to engage in
an enlargement campaign, challenging as the circumstances are, because
of limited facilities. The building
has been known to hold 78, but the
challenge goes far beyond that.
Facing this challenge the Home
Mission Board has authorized the
; : •;;. -

m

•-,„.
The Albuquerque Mission Bible School with their teachers,
Joan Byer, Edna Wingerd, Mrs. Bill Boswell, Anne Wyld,
Mrs. Paul Wingerd and Mrs. Paul Switzer. With an average
attendance of 42, the School was a great blessing to the
community.

Paul Wingerd's (the pastor's) home
the congregation enlarged, making
necessary the rental of a small hall
which soon proved inadequate. On a
corner plot at a good location, the
Sandia Community Chapel was built
and dedicated on August 22, 1954.
This building, 24 x 48, was dedicated
free of debt. Since the dedication, the
local congregation has purchased new
pews at a cost of $500.

construction of additional facilities as
soon as ]/2 of the overall cost of the
project is on hand. Excavation has
been made on a 30 x 50 basement addition. When completed, this would
make possible additional classroom
space and doubling of the Sunday
School program. Estimated cost of
the basement project—$2500. Projected plans are for eventually completing the upstairs plant of the exBURSTING AT THE SEAMS
tension so that the church's capacity
Imagine 16 youngsters in an 8 x 8 would be doubled its present size.
December 19, 1955

SHOWERS OP BLESSING

Albuquerque, in the heart of the
semi-arid southwest, has experienosd
nine flash floods during the summer.
Simultaneously, showers of blessinghave come to those who worship with
the Brethren in Christ there. Bishop
Henry Schneider was God's servant
during a two week meeting—September ll-25th.
Misses Joan Byer and Edna Wingerd served as teachers for the Vacation Bible School. This schcol with
an average attendance of 42, proved a
great blessing. Nearly all the parents
were present for the closing exercises.
In the spring revival a widow,
mother of five, found the Lord in a
marvellous way. Of Catholic background, she said she had never heard
before that Christ could save one
from sin and that through H'm we
have access to the throne of G?d.
Now she and her children are regular
attendants at the S. S. Her teen-age
daughter has been saved.
The "Land of Enchantment" is a
white harvest field! Those who labor
there solicit your prayers and support. In two services at the church
each Sunday, a mid-week prayer service, and regular services at the city
jail, they are ministering to lives that
are in need of the security that onV
Christ can give. Your backing of this
program will make possible an enlarged ministry.
Latest News
(Continued from page eight)
he proceeded to witness there and got a
couple of families interested. . . . We will
go to visit them tomorrow and maybe find
some who are ready for baptism."
Allen Buckwalter
This [translation] from Patras, dated one
day later: "On November 19, 20, and 21,
Benjamin, Buckwalter Sahib, and I went
fifteen miles west from Ikara to the village
of Tanghati [village of Jonathan mentioned
above] where four people were baptized.
"Benjamin and Dena were with us a week
at Purnea. Dena and Salome and the two
little boys witnessed in the villages round
about. This week very good work happened."
(In next issue—"A Recent Letter from
Patras.")

Home Missions Treasurer: Rev. Dale Tilery, 412 Dakota Ave., Springfield, Ohio
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God used Dr. Billy Graham in a
great harvest of souls. This harvest
came following two years of preparation for the Crusade. Much prayer
and planning by the pastors of
Toronto preceded the stirring events
of this great revival.
Members of the congregation at the
Toronto Mission served as counsellors
and many young people sang in the
choir.
Cottage prayer meetings were organized throughout the Toronto area.
On Gamble Avenue (where the mission is located) five Christian ladies
met each morning at ten to hear the
special broadcast followed by a season of prayer. Soon those who had
made decisions at the Crusade were
The eyes of the Christian world were focused on the GREATER
making their way to the morning
TORONTO CRUSADE, September 18 to October 16th.
prayer meetings. This prayer band
grew to twelve.
A lady, living near the mission,
came with a burdened heart and
prayed, "Oh God, it isn't too late for meetings have been continued, once a left, God gave me the idea—why not get tome to confess my sins," and there on week. Bible study, prayer and wit- gether to grow in grace and strength and
become witnesses for Christ? We did just
her knees received Christ into her nessing for Christ have stimulated that.
We got together to read our Bibles
life. At the request of these new healthy growth. Following are testi- and study and pray. We found that there
Christians these morning prayer monies of these new Christians:
was also a Billy Graham Crusade Prayer

Greater Toronto Crusade
I am a new Christian, and I am thankful
to God for sending Billy Graham to preach
the gospel. The day my neighbor asked me
to attend a cottage prayer meeting, I found
an excuse for not going. But, thinking it
over, I was impelled by something greater
than I had ever known before. I thought
living by the Golden Rule was enough. (I
know now it wasn't). Now I have seen the
light and am so happy. The great and wonderful change that has taken place in my
heart is one of the Lord's miracles. I can
now do the things I was never able to do
before. The things I love now are far different from the things I once loved. I love
to pray and read the Bible, and appreciate
new Christian friends. God has given me
couraige to witness to my friends who have
not yet found the Lord. I am very happy
that my husband and two oldest children
made their decision for the Lord.
Mrs. E. T.

With friends, my daughter and I attended one of the Billy Graham services and
made our decisions for Christ. When my
daughter went up first I knew the Lord had
opened the door for me. It seemed the hardest thing I had ever done in my life, but I
know now that it is the most gratifying.
The Lord is my shepherd and I shall never
want. I had a terrible fear of telling anyone, (even my husband) but the Lord helped
me to tell him the same night and also to
witness to my friends. I attend our cottage
prayer meetings and enjoy Christian fellowship. I have a lot to learn but I know
the Lord is with me and my household. My
nine-year-old daughter made her decision
at Sunday school, and my son, seven, was
saved at the Children's Rally. My husband
is very much in accord with our decisions,
and I feel the Lord is in his heart but he
can't express himself yet. I know the Lord
will be with me and my family always.
Mrs. L. H.

Since my husband passed away two years
ago, I was left with my five children, not
knowing whether to cry for them or for myself. One comfort and assurance was the
Bible—then God sent Billy Graham to Toronto. As I heard him I felt as if something
had lifted my load, even more so as I went
forward, knowing that Christ had died not
only for me and my husband, but for each
one of us. What a joy for me to know that
I will be with him again.
Mrs. G.

I am so thankful to God for sending Billy
Graham to our city. For a long time 1
hadn't really felt that assurance of salvation because I didn't really know the Word
of God. I had received the light when a little girl, but had walked in darkness. When
Dr. Graham called for souls I wanted to
have my faith reaffirmed, so with my neighbor we went forward. A few days later my
neighbor came in to see me. We discussed
the verses we were to memorize. After she
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meeting on our street, and decided to join
with them. This gave us strength we needed
each day, and food for our souls. This gave
us happiness we never knew before. Our
churches hadn't gone the second mile. We
had committed our lives to Christ, but there
it stopped. We weren't told that by grace
through faith and simple trust, we receive
Christ in our lives. God moves in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform. We
know the miracle He has wrought in our
lives.
Mrs. M. M.

One of the many Crusade Prayer Bands who
met in regular support of the recent
Toronto Crusade by the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Team.

No one can love even one's friends
as he should without divine aid, and
to love one's enemies is nothing short
of miraculous.
Evangelical
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"Ring Out, Wild Bells"
Marietta
E SAT drinking hot coffee before
the radio last night listening to
W
Billy Graham's Hour of Decision as it
was relayed to us through Radio Ceylon. It was a broadcast of the first
meeting of the recent Toronto Convention, and his message was about
the New Birth. Simultaneously on
the opposite side of India, other people were hearing two famous men
who were having a singular impact
on the land of India. Their message
was also about peace and goodwill.
Never before has a visit caused
such pomp in this land. A million
people lined the twelve-mile route
from Palam Airport to the Rashtrapati Bhaven, President Prasad's residence, and overhead, mile upon mile
of flowered arches canopied the patterned carpets of flowers on the avenues spelling out "welcome." Accenting the constant roll of the drums was
the cry, "Victory to Russia, Victory
to India. The enthusiasm of the
people, unprecedented in the history
of National India, both in manner
and volume, overwhelmed the guests,
Mr. Bulganin and Mr. Khrushchev
who have come with the peace dove
as their symbol. And India is welcoming them with brotherly fervor,
for India, too, is a seeker of peace. If
only those millions of voices were
singing hosannas to God! How our
ears ache to hear shouts of victory
pouring from multitudes of redeemed
Indians, rejoicing in the knowledge
that they belong to the Giver of Peace.
We tremble as we project our
thinking to analyze such a peace:
agnostics and idolaters making overtures to materialistic atheists.
We remember that peace will come
through one person: (How our hearts
have almost burst with joy as we
have heard great choirs sing the majestic message!) "The government
shall be upon his shoulder; and his
name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace."
In the midst of the clamor of India
there are a few brave bells ringing
out the Good News, and the tinkle
penetrates through the blaring cinema loudspeakers; they can be heard
by a few in spite of the din of the

December 19, 1955

r

Smith

"Soon thousands of dollars will be spent
by Christians on Christmas cards and gifts
while the Lord's work will suffer a holiday
slump," forecast the November issue of
"Herald of His Coming." Brethren, how is
it with us? Is there room in our hearts
and minds at this season for the challenge
of the general fund?
Whose birthday are
we honouring?

Do You Know That . .

worship bells in pagan Hindu shrines.
It takes thousands of dollars to
Some have heard them faintly ring- maintain our Missionary Staff each
ing and have been eager to hear them quarter? Every three months we send
more clearly, but disease, filth, super- the following as it is made available:
stition, religious tradition, and the General support for Africa ..$5500.00
Enemy have caused the sound to cease General support for India .... 4695.60
in their ears when they were only be- Special Medical expansion
ginning to hear.
for India
1250.00
Our ears are expecting to hear one General support for Japan,
day the sound of many bells, all ringabout
900.00
ing at the same time. Everyone will
General
support
for
Cuba
be able to hear and understand their
about
800.00
message: that peace indeed has come.
No one will be able to silence them, Fares, Missionary allowances
and other U. S. expenses,
and together with them will be ringing all the bells of heaven; and from
about
700.00
the throats of the people of earth will
All this is in addition to the many
come praise and adoration and wor- specials that are earmarked for projship for the King before whom every ects.
knee shall bow, whose government
Receipts thus far this quarter have
will have no end, who shall reign for been less than the average, and unless
ever and ever.
there is a sudden general response to
"Ring out, wild bells, ring out the this need we will not have sufficient
for our January commitments.
old, ring in the new."
I am sure that as we make this a
matter of prayer, the Lord will impress us as to our giving and we will
Encouragement to Prayer have
sufficient. We believe Jesus is
coming
soon; let us make soul-winfor Visa
ning our first concern.
Carl J. Ulery, Treas.,
Since the beginning of the new
1332 Maiden Lane,
State of Israel no resident visas have
Springfield 28, Ohio
been granted to Missionaries, and it
is this type of a visa which I want in "And take heed to yourselves,
order that I can purchase a property
lest at any time
in Israel—a property to be used as a
your hearts be overcharged with
house of prayer. The ministry of
surfeiting . . . " Luke 21:34.
prayer in Israel is the key that will
unlock many difficult and impossible
situations concerning God's work Toronto Mission
there.
THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT
Receipts
In August the State Department Church offerings
$271.63
Local
donations
14.60
informed me through my agent that Church a t large
99.00
they had done everything they could
Total receipts
$385.32
for me and that it was impossible to
Less Deficit July 1, 1955
53.56
obtain such a visa. However, recent Total Cash Available
$331.76
word from Washington is different
Expenditures
$113.00
and now they encourage me to con- Provisions
Public utilities—Home
(taxes included)
178.15
tinue my efforts along this line.
Public utilities—Church
31.95
My appeal to you is for your pray- Promotional
7.70
Miscellaneous
.96
ers that this door may open according
Total Expenditures
$331.76
to His will. Surely it is God's will to
save the Jews. Also "the heathen
Balance, September 30, 1955
0.00
shall know that I am the Lord, saith
the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes." Ezekiel
Two things caused Jesus to marvel
36:23.
—one was faith (Luke 7:9), and the
other was unbelief. (Mk. 6:6)
Mary E. Wenger
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TWO TEACHERS OF SCIENCE IN SCHOOLS OF
THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH RESPOND
CANDIDLY AND INTERESTINGLY TO THE BROAD
QUESTION, "WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCIENCE AND CHRISTIANITY?"
R
years discussions of
and Christianity have been
FofOscience
interest. In some respects it seems
MANY

absurd that it is necessary to correlate the two. This may be likened to
an attempt at harmonizing an inventor and his invention. It, nevertheless, seems necessary due to the fact
that men without God have come into
possession of some scientific facts.
Without the knowledge of God's revealed truths, they have put these
facts together in a manner which contradicts the Bible.
This situation frequently has been
aggravated by Christians who made
fervent pronouncements in respect to
the correlation of science and Christianity without sufficient knowledge
or love.
It is very difficult for anyone to
have sufficient training in both
science and the Bible to speak with
authority on many phases of this subject. This short article must concern
itself with a few general observations.
1. Great scientists and great Bible
scholars usually have less difficulty
correlating the 'two fields than lesser
men in either field. A little learning
may be dangerous, for incomplete
knowledge may lead to fake conclusions.
2. Science texts for high school
and introductory texts for college are
frequently more undermining to
Christian faith than more advanced
texts. This may be accounted for by
the fact that introductory texts must
leave out so much that the truth may
be obscured or complex factors become oversimplified.
3. The public has frequently misinterpreted the statements by scientists. We do well if we make sure we
understand both the fact and its implications before we offer criticisms.
4. The Bible is not a scientific
treatise, but in spite of this, no scien-
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tific fact or set of facts has disproved
a single Biblical truth. On the contrary, many scientific discoveries
have confirmed Biblical truths or enlarged our understanding of them.
5. You cannot find God nor appropriate His provision of salvation by
the scientific method. "For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast." Ephesians 2:8, 9.
Thank God for the provision of faith!
By way of personal testimony, I am
happy to state that my studies in
scientific fields have increased my
vision of the greatness of God, deepened my appreciation for Him and
His handiwork, confirmed my confidence in Him and His Word, the
Bible. The key to the problem is this:
first have a personal knowledge of the
Creator, then a study of His creation
will be compatible with His revealed
truth.
Kenneth B. Hoover
Messiah College,
Grantham, Pa.

said, "What is truth?" What
Plikewould
your answer be? I rather
this one by Webster: Truth is
ILATE

that which is in accord with what is,
or has been, or must be. Science is
searching for truth; that is, science is
seeking to know what is, or has been,
or must be. The method of experimentation used by science is good and
much truth has been discovered by
this means. In fact, truth discovered
by the scientific method cannot be denied even by those who do not want to
accept it. For example, Magellan's
trip around the world forced people
to accept the fact that the earth resembled a sphere even though they
wanted to believe it was flat.

Experimentation, however, cannot
demonstrate all truth. By way of
illustration, consider the origin of the
earth. Everyone seems to think that
the earth had a beginning. Some say it
began several thousands of years ago,
some say several billion, but no one
says that the earth has existed forever without beginning. Now if truth
includes that which has been, then
there is truth concerning the origin
of the earth, and this truth cannot be
demonstrated by experimentation.
This example is typical of a large
body of truth. In fact, some of the
most profound truths are of this nature.
The question is, Can we know any
of this truth which cannot be proved
by experimentation? The agnostic
says no. There are others, however,
who say yes. They believe it is possible to become aware of truth directly without the aid of the five senses.
They believe further that these "revelations" are not limited by space and
time. Lincoln's biographer, Ward
Lamon, relates that Lincoln dreamed,
several days before he was shot, that
he would be killed by an assassin. In
II Kings 20, the Bible tells how Hezekiah, when he learned that he was to
die, asked God for an extension of
life and was granted fifteen more
years. Again, in Acts 5:9, Peter told
Sapphira that she would die before
she left the room. An interesting
fact about revealed truth is this: The
person who receives truth in this way
cannot prove to another that it is
truth.
Why should such important questions as, Is there a God? What is
man's ultimate responsibility, and IS
there a hereafter? remain to be answered only by revealed truth? The
answer basically is this: Man has
freedom of choice. If he believes he
is a sinner in need of a saviour, it is
because he wants to believe it. He is
not forced to believe against his will.
Furthermore, this situation implements one of the most basic claims of
the Christian religion, namely: that
it is available to all men alike. If the
truth of Christianity could be proved
by pure reason alone, then keen minds
would have a great advantage over
the rest, just as the rich would have
an advantage if salvation could be
purchased with money. But this is
not the case. All men have an equal
opportunity to believe. Revealed
truth is not discovered by means of
pure reason, but rather by faith. And
through faith salvation is available to
all.
William E. Boyer
Upland College,
Upland, Cal.
Evangelical
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Bible Study
RIGHT approach to the Bible is of
, the utmost importance. There is
a movement today to popularize the
Bible simply as literature. It is our
careful opinion that such a movement
has in it more of harm than of good.
Amid the wonderful diversity of
Scripture there is an even more wonderful unity. The sixty-six books are
not simply a collection of writings;
they are one book—one in the progressiveness of the revelation which,
they collectively unfold, one in the
harmony of the structure which they
collectively constitute, one in the
spiritual message which they collectively declare.
The Bible as a whole claims to be
the word of God; and its claim is substantiated both by the nature of its
contents and the history of its influence. If, then, this book is the word
of GOD it cannot be read simply as
literature!—not without forcing the
mind to an artificial or evasive or dishonest attitude which must prove
harmful. In the studies which we
here commence we approach the Bible
as being in its totality THE WORD
OF GOD; and in all our studying of
it, therefore, we are seeking to learn,
under the illumination of the Holy
Spirit, the mind and the truth and the
will of GOD.
In our study of the Bible, also, we
need ever to guard against becoming
so engrossed in the fascination of the
subject that we lose sight of the object. As we have said, in these studies we want to get hold of the big,
broad meanings in the wonderful old
BOOK, but unless the meanings get
hold of us our study will have failed
of its vital objective.
Our Lord Jesus Himself has taught
us that HE is the focal theme of all
the Scriptures; and everywhere,
therefore, we want to see beyond the
written word to Him who is the living
Word. And we want to see Him in
such a way as causes us to love and
trust Him the more. Dr. Jowett tells
of a tourist who was traveling
through some of Scotland's loveliest
scenery, but was so absorbed in his
guide book that he never saw the
loveliness that he was passing. There
can be Bible study of that sort, too.
Our great object is to know the true
God, to become more like Christ, and
to be more fully possessed by the
Holy Spirit. True Bible study will
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encompass that object, for the inspired pages of Holy writ live and
thrill and glow with the presence of
GOD.
Let us therefore come to the Scriptures very reverently, realizing that
they are inbreathed by the Holy
Spirit, and that He, the Holy Spirit,
"the Spirit of wisdom and unveiling
in the knowledge of God (Eph. 1:18)
must be our Teacher. Let our prayer
be: "Open Thou mine eyes that I may
behold wondrous things out of Thy
law" (Ps. 119:18). And let the
dominating motive in all our study of
God's Word be, in the words of Col.
1:10: "That ye might walk worthy of
the Lord unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God."
This is the greatest book on earth,
Unparalleled it stands:
Its author God, its truth Divine,
Inspired in every word and line,
Tho' writ by human hands.
7'liis is the living rock of truth
Which all assault defies,
O'er every stormy blast of time
It towers -with majesty
sublime;
It lives, and never dies.
This is the volume of the Cross;
Its saving truth is sure;
Its doctrine pure, its history true,
Its Gospel old, yet ever new,
Shall evermore endure.
—Introduction to "Explore the Book" by
J. Sidlow Baxter

The Tither's Six Surprises—
1. At the deepening of his spiritual
life.
2. At the ease of meeting his obligations with the nine-tenths.
3. At the amount of money he has for
the Lord's work.
4. At the ease in going from one
tenth to larger giving.
5. At the preparation that tithing
gives for being a faithful and wise
steward over the nine-tenths that
remain.
6. At himself that he had not adopted
the plan sooner.
—Christian Digest

Seven Departments of the
Seventeenth Chapter of John
I. 1-5 The Son and the Father.
II. 6-10 The Son and the Sons of
God.
III. 11-16 The Sons of God and
the World.
IV. 17-20 The Sons of God and
Sanctification,

V.

21-23 Sons of God United for a
Purpose.
VI. 24 Son of God and Sons of God
Inseparable in Eternity.
VII. 25-26 Fellowship: Father, Son
and Sons of God.
—C.R.H.
Grace represents the energy of love
creating in us the beauty of the character of Him whom we love.
—J.N.H.

Gifts of the Spirit
N THE list of ministerial gifts mentioned by Paul in Ephesians 4:11
we have evangelists, prophets, pastors and teachers. The ability to be
one of these is considered a gift which
God can use to produce maturity or
"perfecting" of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, and for the edifying of the body of Christ.
Has any congregation the right to
expect its pastor to be everything?
The demand upon some present-day
ministers of the Gospel require him
to be a preacher, a pastor, an administrator, and also an evangelist. Needless to say it is difficult to find many
men who can measure up to these
standards. God calls human beings
to be His servants. God will give
ability where it is needed, but He does
not give to all alike.
One of the arguments for changing
of pastors is that ministers have
different abilities, and for that reason
they should be moved so that more
than one congregation gets the benefits of their gifts. And in the same
argument, it is good for a congregation to have a change of pastors, for
in one man they may find a good pastor, in another a good organizer, in
another a good evangelist. The congregation having changes at certain
intervals will then be better balanced
than if they have a good evangelist
for their pastor for fifty years. (Most
good evangelists would not last that
long as a pastor.)
There is a special gift of evangelism, and there is a special gift of
teaching. No minister can do everything that needs to be done. The congregation should encourage the man
to do the work which his talents enable him to do. They should request a
change of pastors after a certain
period of time, if something is lacking in their church, or call in outside
assistance as needed.
Each of our ministers should strive
to be evangelistic, yet all are not
equally qualified in this gift.
—The United Evangelical

(W

CHURCH
NEWS
Fordwich, Ontario
Our Daily Vacation Bible School was held
from July 18 to July 29 with Sr. Grace Fee
of Collingwood, Ontario as superintendent.
The enrollment was 59 and the average attendance was 53. On the closing day of
Bible School 6 children went forward for
prayer.
September 25—We enjoyed having the
Christ's Crusaders group from Nottawa
with us. Their programme with "Back to
School" as the theme proved very interesting.
Sunday, October 9 we were privileged to
have Bro. and Sr. Harold Schiedel and family with us. Bro. Schiedel spoke to us in
the morning and evening service.
Our .ball Love l e a s t was held on October
15 and 16. We were happy to have Bishop
Edward Gilmore and Elder Christian Sider
as visiting ministers. Saturday afternoon
Bro. Sider and Bro. Gilmore ministered to
us and on Sunday Bro. Gilmore brought us
the morning message. We enjoyed this
time of fellowship and inspiring messages.
Our annual Bible Conference was held at
the beginning of our revival meetings on
November 6. Bishop Henry Schneider of
Michigan was our evangelist and Bro.
Harold Schiedel of Kitchener was a guest
speaker at the Bible Conference.
We appreciated the stirring messages of
our brother during the two weeks of meetings.
M. C. C.

1955 camp season, as well as of the reasons
for maintaining this camp. Several members of the board of directors, in addition to
recent staff members, spoke on important
phases of the camp. Special recognition was
given to Dr. and Mrs. Charles Eshelman
who served the camp as director and dietician, respectively, during the past two seasons. Dr. Eshelman followed other talks
with an analysis and reaffirmation of the
mission of this camp, the first camp of its
kind within the Brethren in Christ Church.
During the evening, the camp patrons provided a generous offering for the purchasing
of additional acres of wooded land to accommodate the needs of this expanding
camp. The dinner was followed by a film
entitled "In His Name," which emphasized
the attention our boys and girls need and
deserve.
This young camp is a growing enterprise.
More of our Sunday schools and church congregations are learning how Kenbrook can
fit into their programs of winning young
folks to Christ and of building Christian
character.
You, too, can become a part of this investment in our youth of today. Next year
Kenbrook will need more trained counsellors
and staff members, more friends and parents to support the camp in prayer, and
more youngsters to spend an unforgettable
week at Kenbrook. We invite you to become
a part of this non-profit program by joining
the Kenbrook organization. For information, write to, Kenbrook Bible Camp, Route
3, Lebanon, Pa.
C. B.

Fourth Ministers' Seminar
Echoes from Kenbrook
Just as the early morning sunlight began
filtering into the trees sheltering a group of
rustic buildings, the music of Beverly Shea
or Eed Harper could be heard coming from
one of the buildings. Soon, up on the hill,
a few cabin bunks began to creak and in
several minutes the silence of the morningwas well broken.
So began one of the forty-two days this
past summer at Kenbrook Bible Camp. After washcloths and combs, came morning devotions, then came breakfast. Following the
making of beds and the use of brooms, there
were three hours of classes—nature study,
Bible, and crafts. After lunch there was a
period for swimming, Softball, archery and
other sports. This was part of the routine
some two-hundred-fifty young folks learned
during their particular weeks at camp. In
seven days at this camp, along the Little
Swatara Creek in Lebanon County, these
boys and girls realized the purpose of Kenbrook. They found the strength that came
from meeting other Christians their own
ages; the significance of putting Christ in
the center of all their activities—recreation,
classes, and cabin-life—became evident even
to the youngest campers.
Under the supervision of Dr. Charles
Eshelman as camp director, college students, public school teachers, church laymen and college professors served as
trained personnel. As each week drew to a
close, the campers returned home certain
that high among next summer's activities
would be a week spent at Kenbrook.
One recent fall evening, as leaves of the
dogwood, the maple and the ash were
changing color, over two hundred supporters and staff members of Kenbrook met at
the camp for a family-style ham dinner. A
review was made of the activities of the
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SEMINAR FOR the ministers of the
Brethren in Christ Church is cerA
tainly no longer on a trial basis. The
general approval of those attending
the three previous Seminars has encouraged the Ministerial and Examining Board to plan for the Fourth
Seminar, to be held at Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania.
The overall objectives of the Seminar program, to promote efficiency,
unity and spirituality among the ministers of the church, remains the
same. In an effort to reach these objectives the program for this year is
planned around the general theme of
the great doctrine of Holiness. Dr.
Delbert R. Rose, our principal speaker, comes to us especially well qualified by experience and training to
deal with the subjects assigned to
him.
We would also call attention to the
panel discussions pointing up the two
schools of thought in Biblical interpretation—namely, Arminianism and
Calvinism. As a church we are committed to the one approach to Bible
truth. However, there has been a subtle influence at work in our brotherhood which is destroying our unity in
certain areas. Surely there is desperate need for the enlightenment
which this discussion should provide.

An effort has been made to provide
sufficient time for discussion and
question periods. We realize that
many times an opportunity for the
exchange of ideas and opinions on a
subject under consideration is of vital importance in clarifying points at
issue.
The Ministerial and Examining
Board would appreciate the prayers
of the brotherhood in regard to the
coming Seminar. May it prove to be
an occasion when the ministers of the
church will meet together, then,
"Thank God and take courage."
Holding Down a Corner
In a Southern mission school a towheaded girl was working at the humble task of putting a seat in one of
the school chairs. The teacher, wishing to test the girl's attitude toward
her task, said to her, "That's not very
important work to be doing—just
putting a seat in a chair. Don't you
ever get tired of doing such unimportant work?"
The girl looked up with bright eyes
and a smile that was like the sun coming over the hilltop. She replied, "I
want to be a brass tack for God and
hold down my corner for Him."
—Now

BIRTHS
"Children are an heritage of the Lord"

SIDilR—Bro. and Sr. Murray Sider of Fordwich, Ontario are happy to announce the
birth of a daughter Joan Elizabeth Grace on
Oct. 12, 1955; a sister for Larry, Keith, Dale,
and Rodney.
DAVIS—Mr. and Mrs. Roy Davis of Clarence, New York are the happy parents of a
son, Kenneth Jay, born October 8, 1955.
GETTLS—Bro. and Sr. J a y Gettle welcomed
into their home a son, Kenneth Jay, born
September 17, 19D5. Kenneth is a member of
the Mowersville, Pa. Cradle Roll.
DUNNING—Bro. and Sr. Larry Dunning of
Boyertown, Pa., are happy to announce the
birth of a son Timothy Ray on September 7,
1955. Bro. and Sister Dunning are members
of t,he Stowe congregation.

MARRIAGES
For these we wish God's richest blessing and send, with our
compliments, a year's subscription to the Evangelical Visitor.

CBIDER-DAVIS—On Saturday September
17, 1955 at the Brethren in Christ Church,
Clarence Center, New York, Miss Betty Davis,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Davis of
Clarence Center, became the bride of Irvin
Crider, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crider, of
Shippensburg, Pennsylvania.
The ceremony was performed in the Clarence Center Brethren in Christ Church by the
bride's pastor, Rev. Paul Hostetler.
KIA8SEK-POLLAKD—On Aug. 6, 1955,
Miss Audrey Pollard, daughter of Bro. and
Sister David Pollard of Ridgeville, Ont. became the bride of Walter Klassen, son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Klassen of Waterloo, Ont., Rev.
Ray Sider officiating.

Evangelical
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ENGIiE-TYSON—On Saturday, November 12,
1955, Miss Twila Jane Tyson, daughter of
Brother and Sister Aaron Tyson, Pottstown,
Pa., became the bride of Delbert F. Engle, son
of Bro. and Sister LaMar P. Engle, Abilene
Kansas. R. R.
The ceremony was performed in the Stowc
Brethren in Christ Church by the pastor, Rev.
John S. Bicksler.
BERT-KEIiLEY—On April 23, 1955 Miss
Anna Mae Kelley became the bride of Mr.
Lester Bert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bert
of Shippensburg. The ceremony was preformed by Rev. Berry H u m m e r of Hagerstown, Md.
Mr. and Mrs. Bert are living at 437 E. King
St. Shippensburg, Pa.

OBITUARIES
'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.'

LECHLITNER _ Jane Alics Lechlitner,
daughter of Marvin and Coralyce (Stump)
Lechlitner of Wakarusa was born June 14,
1947. Her short life was a normal and healthy
one until she became ill with leukemia. After
an illness of six weeks she passed away in
the home September 14, 1955 at the age of 8
years and 3 months.
Left to mourn their loss are her parents,
three younger sisters, Sally, Betty and Linda.;
the grandparents, Rev. and Mrs. Riall Stump
of Lebanon, Penna., and Mrs. Rohdilla Conrad
of Wakarusa, Indiana, and many other relatives and friends.
Funeral services were held at the Christian
Church in "Wakarusa with Rev. Erwin W.
Thomas ftfficiating, assisted by Rev. Irvin
Kanode.

A reporter of the day wrote:
Words are wanting to express
the exquisite Delight it afforded
to the admiring crowded Audience. The Sublime, the Grand,
and the Tender, adapted to the
most elevated, majestick, and
moving Words, conspired to
transport and charm the ravished Heart and Ear.
By popular demand, Messiah was
given again in Ireland a few months
later. Because of the extremely
warm weather, Handel cautiously announced that "a Pane of Glass will be
removed from the top of each of the
windows."
After these triumphs, London was
eager to hear the work. So "A
Sacred Oratorio" was presented for
the first time at Convent Garden on
March 23, 1743. As the glorious
strains of the "Hallelujah Chorus"
burst upon the awed assemblage,
King George II started to his feet.
His courtiers and the audience fol-

The Masterpiece

Missions Abroad

(Continued from page four)

General Superintendent: P. O. Saharsa, N.E.
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India.
Rev. William R. Hoke
Saharsa Mission: P. O. Saharsa, N.E. Railway,
District Saharsa, Bihar, India. Rev. and
Mrs. William Hoke, Misses Esther G. Book,
Evelyn Bohland, Beulah Arnold, Mary B.
S'toner
Barjora Mission: P. O. Tirbeniganj, via Murliganj, N.E. Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India, Misses Ruth E. Book, Mary J.
S.hoalts, Erma Hare
Maclhipura Mission: P. O. Madhipura, N.E.
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India. Dr.
and Mrs. George E. Paulus
Banmankhi Mission: P. O. Banmankhi N.E.
Railway, District Purnea, Bihar, India. Rev.
and Mrs. Allen S. Buckwalter, Rev. and
Mrs. Joseph B. Smith
Purnea Mission: P. O. Purnea, District Purnea,
Bihar, India, Rev. and Mrs. Charles E. Engle,
(now on furlough)
TTlubaria Mission: P. O. Ulubaria, District
Howrah, West Bengal, India. Rev. and Mrs.
A.D.M. Dick

of fire and dignity. Bis smile was "as
sun bursting out of a black cloud."
The stately overture began, then the
"full-mouth'd" choruses burst upon
the distinguished audience, which listened transfixed for four hours.
Handel sat at the organ as in a dream,
conducting as he played, nodding his
enormous white wig in satisfaction,
joining on the great chorus of "Amen," thanking God for the oratorio.
The most outstanding soloist was
Mrs. Cibber, a tragic actress with a
colorful reputation in private life.
When she sang "He was despised"
with such tender pathos, the Reverend
Patrick Delaney so forgot himself
that he arose in his box at the close
of the aria and cried out, "Woman,
for this be all thy sins forgiven thee!"
As the tumultuous applause began,
Handel slipped quietly away, sensing
that gratitude was due the Lord who
gave the Word and vouchsafed him
this boon. Later, when he was complimented by Lord Kennoul, Handel
replied, "My lord, I should be sorry
if I only entertained them. I wish to
make them better."
The three charities received the
great sum of four hundred pounds.
Appropriately, the prophecies of the
oratorio were literally fulfilled when
December 19, 1955
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prisoners were delivered from their
prison.

India

Africa

General Superintendent—P. <0, Box 711, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia: Bishop and Mrs.
Arthur M. Climenhaga
SOUTHERN RHODESIA
Rev. and Mrs. David Climenhaga, P. O. Box
711, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia
Bulawayo Outstations, P.B. 101 M, Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia: Rev. and Mrs. Fredric
L. Holland
Matopo Mission, P.B. T. 191, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia: Rev. and Mrs. Alvin J. Book,
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern, Miss Mary H.
Brenaman, Miss Velma R. Brillinger, Miss
Mary C Engle, Miss Nancy J. Kreider, Miss
Dorothy M. Martin, Miss Eva Mae Melhorn,
Miss Edna Switzer
Mtshabezi Mission, P.B. 102 M., Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia Station: Rev. and Mrs.
Glenn C Frey, Miss Lois P. Davidson, Miss
F. Mabel Frey, Miss Ruth T. Hunt.
Outstations: Rev. and Mrs. Chester F.
Wingert
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital, P. B. 101 M.,
Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia: Dr. R.
Virginia Kauffman, Miss Martha L. Lady
Wanezi Mission, P. B. S. 129, Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia

lowed suit, thus inaugurating the custom which prevails today.
Messiah was heard in London
thirty-four times during Handel's
lifetime. Eleven of the performances
were for the benefit of the Foundling
Hospital to which he willed royalties
from his work. A forgotten passageway to the hospital bears the name
Handel Street.
Then age sapped Handel's vitality.
He went blind. Broken in body but
undaunted in spirit, he conducted his
oratorio for the last time on April 6,
1759. At the words, "The trumpet
shall sound," his face twitched, he
collapsed.
"I should like to die on Good Friday, the thirteenth of April," he
whispered, remembering the date
when paralysis had struck him down
as well as the anniversary of the first
performance of Messiah. Strangely
enough, his wish was granted.
Since England now claimed the
"divine Saxon" as its greatest composer, he was buried near Charles
Dickens in Westminster Abbey. Four
years later, the monument by Roubiliac was dedicated. By an extraordiStation: Rev. and Mrs. J. Earl Musser, Miss
Anna R. Engle, Miss Miriam L. Heise, Miss
Mary E. Heisey, Miss Anna R. Wolgemuth,
Bishop and Mrs. Jesse F. Lady, Mr. Joseph
Ginder, Miss Rhoda Lenhert
Outstations: Rev and Mrs. George E. Bundy
NORTHERN RHODESIA
Macha Mission, PB., Choma, Northern Rhodesia
Station: Miss Anna M. Eyster, Miss Pauline
E. Frey, Miss Ruth E. Hock, Miss Fannie
Longenecker, Mr. Donald Zook, Rev. and
Mrs. David Climenhaga
Hospital: Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Thuma,
Miss Edna E. Lehman
Nahumba Mission, P.O. Box 173, Choma,
Northern Rhodesia: Rev. and Mrs. H. Frank
Kipe
Sikalono'o Mission, P.O. Box 131, Choma, Northern Rhodesia: Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill
Brubaker, Miss Anna D. Kettering, Miss
Glayds I. Lehman, Kathryn Hossler

Japan
11 Higiwara, Hagi City, Yamaguchi, Japan:
Rev. and Mrs. Peter A. Willms, Mr. and Mrs.
Doyle Book

Cuba
Cuatro Caminos, Habana Province, Cuba; Mr.
and Mrs. Howard Wolgemuth

Missionaries on Furlough
ST. Effle Rohrer, 2421 Oneida St., Pasadena
10, Calif.
Sr. Verda C. Moyer, 41 Hillside Ave.,
Souderton, Pa.
Miss Annie E. Winger, Delisle, Saskatchewan, Canada
Miss Florence Hense!, 2001 Paxton St. Harrisburg, Pa.
Miss Lula Asper, c/o Norman Asper, R. 2
Harrisburg, Pa.
Rev. and Mrs. Lewis S'ider, 2001 Paxton St.
Harrisburg, Pa.
Miss Elizabeth H. Engle, Bausman, Pa.
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Pye, Wainfleet, Ontario
Rev. and Mrs. Charles E. Engle, c/o Walter
Martin, Route 3, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Rev. and Mrs. Roy Mann, Box 165, Mountville, Pa.
Rev. and Mrs. Elwood Hershey, Route 3,
Troy, Ohio
Anna Graybill, R. 2, Hershey, Pa.
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Items from the News
Radio Broadcasts Sponsored by the Brethren
in Christ Churches
Name of the Broadcast
Brethren in Christ Hour

Station
Time
C K P C - Brantford, Ont.
Sunday, 9:05 a.m.
(1380)
Brethren in Christ Hour
W M P C - Lapeer, Michigan
Thursday, 12 noon.
(1230)
Call To Worship Hour
C H V C - Niagara Falls, Ont. Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
(1600)
Christian Fellowship Hour W H K K - Akron, Ohio
Sunday, 1:00 p.m.
(640)
Good Tidings
W B P Z - Lock Haven, Pa.
Sunday, 12:30 p.m.
(1230)
Gospel Hour
K F G Q - Boone, Iowa
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
(1260)
Thursday, 4:15 p.m.
Gospel Melody Hour
W W P C - Chambersburg, Pa. Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
FM (95.1 M.C.)
Gospel Tide Hour
W C H A - Chambersburg, Pa. Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
(800)
Gospel Words and Music
W C H A - Chambersburg, Pa. Saturday, 12:35 p.m.
(800)
W K J G - Fort Wayne, Ind.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m.
(1380)
W K V A - Lewistown, Pa.
Saturday, 12:35 p.m.
(920)
W L B R - Lebanon, Pa.
Saturday, 12:35 p.m.
(1270)
W N A R - Norristown, Pa.
Sunday, 2:30 p.m.
(1110)
Sunday, 2:30 p.m.
W P A Q - Mt. Airy, N. C.
(740)
Saturday, 12 -.00 noon
W P I T - Pittsburgh, Pa.
(730)
W R F D - Worthington, Ohio Sunday, £:00 p.m.
(880)
Guest Choir
W C H A - Chambersburg, Pa. Wednesday, 6:45 p.m.
(FM - 95.9)
Joy of Living
W L B R - Lebanon, Pa.
Sunday, 1:30 p.m.
(1270)
Living Hope Hour
W L B R - Lebanon, Pa.
Saturday, 2:00 p.m.
(1270)
C H V C - Niagara Falls, Ont. Saturday, 11:45 a.m.
Songs by the Gospel Four
(1600)
W B U X - Quakertown, Pa.
Sunday Noon Bible Hour
Sunday, 12:30 p.m.
(1570)
Verse for the Day
W H Y L - Carlisle, Pa.
Sunday, 8.00 a.m.
(1380)
Youth Crusader Hour
W V A M - Altoona, Pa.
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
(1430)
Please report all new broadcasts to the Secretary of the Commission on Radio,
Paul Hostetler, Clarence Center, New York. Also report discontinued programs.

nary coincidence, this monument was
Roubiliac's last important work,
while his statue of Handel at Vauxhall Gardens had been his first. It
represents the full figure of Handel
leaning over a table covered with musical instruments, an organ in the
background. Above his head, an
angel is seated on a cloud, playing upon a harp and dictating to him. An
unfinished score of Messiah is open at
the immortal words, "I know that my
Redeemer liveth."
Though many of his other compositions may be unfamiliar, his reputation rests upon his sublime oratorio.
Through Messiah, Handel lighted a
global beacon of beauty and strength

so every voice might sing, every ear
hear and every heart rejoice that "the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth."
Reprinted
by permission
from
CHRISTIAN LIFE Magazine, Coypright
December 1951, SUNDAY MAGAZINE,
Inc. U
J+3U South Wabash Avenue, Chicago 5, Illinois
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Saloons Now Outnumber Churches in U. S.
Dr. Caradine R. Hooton, executive director of the Methodist Board of Temperance,
has asked the nation to consider the implications inherent in the fact that "there
are . 141,733 more saloons, bars, cocktail
lounges and liquor stores than the combined
total of churches, synagogues and temples."
Moreover, he asserts, "Church building is
running a losing race with saloon building."
Dr. Hooton quoted Internal Revenue Service figures showing that as of June 30,
1955, there were 277,466 retail liquor dealers
and 164,323 retail beer dealers doing business in a grand total of 441,789 establishments dispensing alcohol. But the latest
issue of the Yearbook of American
Churches, he pointed out, lists the total
number of religious establishments at 300,056. He emphasized the fact that more than
5,000 new liquor outlets were opened in the
three months ending June 30, while the
number of churches increased by only 5,697
over the entire year of 1954.
Church Hymn Used in Psychotherapy Experiment
Church hymns bounced off the walls of
Hoover Dam may solve some of the problems attending the treatment of people suffering with mental ailments if current experiments prove successful.
The experiment is being conducted by
Dr. Cecil Stokes, according to an item in
The King's Business (Nov. 1955), who
chose the Nevada site because "the site of
the dam and its topographical location, combined with the vast body of water, produces
one of the most natural echoes in the
world."
Sound recordings are beirg made at
various positions along the side of the wall
in a n ' effort to locate the ideal acoustic
situation. When the correct position is
found, recording artist Johnny Desmond, accompanied by an electronic organ and
swinging on a suspended platform, will sing
gospel hymns. The soothing rhythms of
"Rock of Ages," "The Lord's Prayer," "In
the Garden" and "He Leadeth Me" will
later be used in psychotherapy clinics.
Newspapers Seen to be Featuring Religious
News
The "good news" of religion is finding its
way into the columns of America's newspapers with increasing frequency. This observation was made during the month of
October by many authors and journalists.
Typical of many editorials published during National Newspaper Week (Oct. 1-8)
was the one penned by Wilmar L. Thorkelson which appeared in the Minneapolis
Star. The editorial:
"Newspapers are devoting more space to
coverage of religion and to inspirationaltype featuring because they are aware of
the reawakening interest of their readers in
things spiritual.
"Whether this interest represents a genuine religious revival or not, everyone
should be happy that Americans are willing
to look anew at their personal and national
moral foundations."
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